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ADVERTISEMENT. 


E muſt be a Stranger to the 
Hiftory of Cardinal Maza- 

rine's Adminiftration, who will not 
allow theſe Reflections of - Monſieur 
Balzac to be very juſt, and well ſuit- 
ed to his Times; and I preſume they 


are as applicable to the preſent State 
of the French Court and Miniſtry, ſince 
they are fo lately and fo warmly re- 


commended to Engliſb Readers, by that 
Impartial Hiſtorian, and Judicious 
Writer, Dr. Kennet. | 
This Tranſlation, ſays he, of the 
* felt part of Balxac's Works, will, 
«I preſume, be grateful to all Per- 


© fons who have a taſte of Wit and 
Language, ard the Converſation 


« of a Court. The Subject 1s as nice 


in its Nature, and as well ſet forth, 


«1G any thing that was ever yet 


* prepar'd. for publick Entertain- 
da Britain, and his Diſcourſes 


1 


( 4 * 
- bare that Truth and Freedom, that 
ce they make a very good Book in 


& England, but would be thought a 5 
k ' dangerous Libel in France. 4 


I have nothing to add after ſo + 
lebrated a Pen, only to aſſure the 
Reader, That tho' in ranging theſe 


ſele& Obſervations, I was oblig'd 
ſometimes to change the Authors 


Method, yet I have been very pun- 


Qual in tranſcribing the very Words 
* of the Tranſlator. 
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153. FA any Good more Great and Ex- 
E —e cellent, and more univerſally 
Diffuſive of it ſelf, than a good Prince; nor 
any Evil that ſpreads wider or with more 
miſchievous Effect, than an evil Prince: So 
there is not, in the utmoſt Extent of Hu- 


Page + \ 8 there is not in the whole World 


mane Juſtice, any Puniſhment proportion'd 


to their Crime, who turn this Good into 


Evil, and corrupt what is thus Sovereign 
and Salutary. 


Page 144. Let us then inquire who they 
are, that Govern the World in Deſpight of 


it ſelf ? Who they are that Reign without 


Right, without Merit, and without a Crown ? 
Page 154. And ſince the Perſons of Sove- 
reigns, whatever they are, ought to be held 


Sacred and Inviolable; fince the Chara« 


Qer of the Finger of God demands our high- 
eſt Veneration, on whatever Matter ir is 
impreſsd, let us direct all our Hatred and 


Cenſure againſt theſe vile , Who lead 
us into Miſeries beyond retrieve. 


Page 164. It is not long fince we have ſeen 
a Lady of the Court arrive at ſuch a pitch of 
Inſolence, that being ſolicited in an Affair 


which, to engage her the more willingly, 


was repreſented as eaſy and juſt, ſhe reply d 
= with 


* 
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(8) 5 
with a Spirit worthy her, e That ſhe 
ec as not ſo laviſh of her Intereſt; that ano- 
&« * ſerve on this light occaſion, 
&« and might undertake Things juſt and poſ- 
«<'fible :' As for her part ſhe uſed herſelf to 
attempt none but ſuch as are Unjuſt and 
« Tmpolteble; 

Page 16 f. What a train of Calamities muſt 
— ſuch a management? What Outrages 
will be committed under the ſhelter of this 


unlawful Favour? Has the Great Man at 


Court any one Slave who does not take him- 
ſelf to have the Privilege of abuſing Freemen, 


and of doing Violence with Impunity, in the | 
Name and by the Authority of his Maſter ? 
Does he not reſtrain thoſe about him whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to Rob and Plunder, and enrich 


themſelves with the refuſe of bis Avarice? 
Page 242. What ſhall we ſay to theſe In- 

ſolent Favourites, Who with Banners diſ- 

play'd, bid Defiance to Law and Jultice ? 


with a formal Defign to Ruin them? Who 
owe their good Plight to the Juice and Sub- 


their Hauſes with the Wrecks and Devaſtati- 
ons of whole Kingdoms? Who proclaim all 
guilty of High Treaſon, that do not fall down 
and worſhip 
Deſpair, and reduce the beſt Subjects to an 
Incapacity of ſaving n otherwise 

| ere by turning Rebels: 3 5 
age 
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hs andercake the Government of States, | 


ſtance of exhauſted Provinces ? Who build 


them? Who caſt a Nation into 


i 


_. [ 
Page 151, 144. There have been Favau- | 
rites (I do not tay where) that have intro- 
duced themſelves to Court, by Ways that 
are little and mean; and have ow'd the be- 
ginnings of their Fortune to a well-adjuſted 
Dance, to Agility of Body, or Comelineſs of 
Perſon. And tho', as they roſe from a Hill, 
they are properly of Kin to no Man, yet they 
rake themſelves {or the true and lawiul Heirs 
of all the World. There's no Office of the 
Crown, no Government or Commiſſion , 
but they think they have a Right of ſucceed- 
ing 10. „ . 5 
Page 152. They perſwade the Prince in 
+ good Earneſt, that heis under ne manner of | 
2 Obligation to keep his Word. 8 
Cs Page 155. They Reign openly, and Uſurp 
without Diſguiſe. So that looking on him 
only as the Right and Title of their own ob- 
truded Authority; they add to the Yoke of 
Toyranny, the Scandal of its being impos d 
by private Hands. . 
Page 145. Tis incredible how many ſorts 
of Charms they make uſe of, without ap- 
- plying thoſe of Magic, which the People, 
however don't fail of laying to their Charge. 
Their firſt Eſſay is to ſtrike him with a ſort 
of Emulation and vain Glory, in the Eſtab- 
Iiſhment of their own Fortunes. * 


7 * 


- ” 


, Page 156, They give him to underſtand, 

that tis much Wiſer to prefer People of ob- 

| fcureParentage, who have noDependencies 
Sg | A "2 


* 


(23) 


and ſhall hold only of his Majeſty, than to 
employ Men of illuſtrious Birth and known | 


Probity, who are already engaged in ſome 


Party or Intereſt: That he is concerned in 
Honour not to leave his own Works unfi- 


niſhed, but when he has prepar'd their Sub- 
ſtance to do ſomewhat for their Eligance and 
Ornament; and to put them into ſuch a Con- 
dition, as that none hut himſelf can unmake 


them: That he cannot deſert and give up a 


Perſon that has been once dear to him, with- 
out condemning his own Conduct for many 
Years, and giving a publick Proof of his 
paſt Blindneſs or preſent Levity. 

Page 57. And ind 
the World 


been done againſt Reaſon, cannot be juſtify*d 


but by Reſolution, we believe we can never 


be too Qbſtinate, in maintaining it. And 
upon the ſtrength of this Belief, even after 
We have withdrawn our Affection, we think 
our ſelves oblig*d to defend our Judgment. 
Page 158. Thus the Prince is engag'd and de- 
voted to the making his beloved Subject great. 
To him he opens his Coffers and employs his 


Treaſury. He has already loaded him with - 


all the Offices of the Kingdom, and all 


the Ornaments of the Crown. He has no- 


thing to add to his Royal Bounty, but his 
= 3 N Royal 


eed the deſire we have 
| 1d ſhould believe that all our Choices 
are well made, impoſes a ſubſequent Neceſ- 
ſity upon an Action, which in its riſe was vo- 
luntary. Inſomuch, that ſince what has 
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Royal Perſon, and this at length he mak 


over with ſo entire and abſolute a Convey- 


ance, that the very Monaſteries do not afford 


an Inſtance of a more reſigu d Will, and 


ſelf Renunciation. 


Page 159. He is never ſhdwn in publick, 
but when his Preſence may ſeem neceſſary 


toconfirm thoſe Orders, which he had no 


ſhare in the making, and he is contented to 
come abroad upon this Errand. Care is 
taken to amuſe him with ſome pretty 


Diverſion unworthy his Conditior, and his 


very Age; and ſhould they fe him a 
Collection of Play-things from the Toy- 


ſhop, he would ſcarce fail to thank them for 
their agreeable Preſent. His Domeſticks are 
every Day chang'd, and without his Notice. 
Every thing that can ſpeak; is remov'd from 


about his Perſon, and he does not gueſs at the 


Deſign. They new model the Court, and he 


takes it as they give it him. They contrive 
to bring all other Men into Hatred or Suſpi- 
cion. They find ſome pretence toeaſe them- 
ſelves of all that are truly Great and Vir- 


tuous, and he conſents to their Ruin. Thoſe 


that are more ſtubborn and impatient of the 


Yoke, they ſubdue by force of Arms. The 


Wealthy and Peaceable they attack with 
Informations and Calumnies. Such as are 
kept in Credit by their good Services and 


' irreproaehable Loyalty; on theſe they be- 
Row ſome fatal Commiſſion, or ſend them 


with 


640) 


with Feeble Troops, to reduce ſtrong Gar- 
riſons, where, if they come off with their 
Lives, they ſhall be ſure to loſe their Repu- 
tation. Some they drive away with an ab- 
. ſolute Command to leave the Court; others 
they more civily Baniſh. And in the roon 
of all theſe, how numerous ſoever, the new 
Prime Miniſter ſubſtitutes Perſons intirely at 
his Devotion, who reſt in the viſible cauſe of 
their good Fortune, and never caſt a Look 
beyond their immediate Benefactor.- 
Page 35. The Prince all this while is not 
an Adee the Sin, and yet is a ſharer in 
the Gujlt, his Ignorance is inexcuſable, his 
Patience is a Vice; and thoſe Diſorders 
which happen either without his Kno wlege 
or by his Sufferance, are no leſs imputed to 
him by God, than if committed by his own 
Hand. And therefore Princes ought not 
to reſt ſatisfy d in a Private and Perſonal In- 
nocence. It will not avail them to be juſt 
themſelves, if they miſcacry thro the Inju-- 
ſtice of their Mini/ters. 
Io this Purpoſe I cannot forget a notable 
Strain of an Italian in our Fathers-days, 
preaching before a Prince of the ſame Coun- 
try: Being in the midſt of his Sermon, in 
w ich he had. treated of the Duty of Sove- 
reigns, and being weary of dwelling ſo long 
upon the general Jheſis, he broke through it 
on a ſudden in the following Words, ad- 
to the ] Prince hi mſelf: Men it pleaſe 
jour 


"Ti. 


| your | Highneſs, ſays he, I had a very frrange 


Viſion laſt Night, methoughts the Earth open d 


before me, and I could ſee diſtindily to its very 


Centre. I beheld the Paniſhments of the other 
World — and among the Wicked of paſt Ages, 
1 could diſcern too many of the Preſent — Tet 


Having formerly obſervd their Lives, I did not 


wonder to ſee them arrivꝰd at 4 place, to which I 
knew they had wholly bent their Courſe. Bat 
that which ſtruck me with the utmoſt Aſtoniſh- 


ment, was, that Teſpy'd You, Sir, in this anh 


py Company ; and as I could not but be fill muh 
Jurprize and Trouble at ſo unexptt.c.! an Ad- 
venture, I cryd out to your Highneſs, Is it 
poſſible a Man (hould loſe his Soul by ſaying his 
Prayers! that Your Highneſs ſhould go this 
way ! Jou who are the beſt and moſt Religious 
Prince in the World! To which your Highneſs 
anſwered with a Sigh, I don't go, Father, I 


am led. 


Page 169. Let the Monarch caſt the Refle- 
ction of his Greatneſs in what meaſure he 
pleaſes, upon thoſe who have found Favour 
in his Sight, let him communicate to them 
the rays and brightneſs of his Power; but 


let him not be ſhorn of his Beams, let him 


not impair his Orb of Light; Let his Lar- 


geſſes enrich the Court, if they do not-im- 


poveriſh the Kingdom; let the ſtream of 
his Magnificence flow abundantly into pri- 


vate Channels, provided he ſtill continues 
_ Maſter of the Fountain-Heade. 


Page 


5) 


* 


Page 172. But what Miſery is more de- 


plorable, than at the ſame time, to be placed 


at the top of Humane Affairs, and yet to 
ſtand in the very loweſt Rank of Men! To 


be call'd his Majeſty or his Highneſs, and 


ſhow nothing but what is Little and Lo-? 

Page 169. I remember the Anſwer given 
me upon this Subject, by that Oracle of the 
Lom- Countries, the Learned and Wiſe Juſtus 

Lipſius, when I conſulted him at Lovain; 
Mat, ſaid he, ſhall the King and the Ruler be 
always two different Perſons ? Shall Princes be 


_ oblig'd to correct the Form of their Decrees, 


and to alter their Subſcriptions ? Where an Act 
bears Date, the Tenth or Fifteenth Year of Our 


Reign, ſhall they blot out of Our Reign, and 
put of our Servitude, or at leaſt of our Sub- 
o Oo 


Paze 160. Shall a poor Prince lie at the 


Mercy and Diſcretion of his Favourite? 
Speak not a Word but what is carried to his 
Governors Ear? Not vent a Sigh, but what 
Jos ſome Spy at Hand to catch and re- 
- £6 | = LY 
Per 144. Shall he in the midſt of his own 
Palace, endure all the uneaſineſs of a Soli- 
Page 145. Have a Guard placed at all the 
Avenues, and admittance refus'd to his very 
Z 


* 


ge 160. Shall he ſee no one about his 
Perſon that is of his Knowledge or Acquain- 
. tance 


1 


tance? Not one faithful Ear, to which he 
may whiſper what he fuffers? . 
Page 161. Soberly ſpeaking. the Battle of 
Pavia was not ſo fatal to Frances the Firſt, 
nor the taking of Rome to Clement the Se- 
venth: For if their diſgrace was heavy, yet 
it was not voluntary; if they loſt their Li- 
berty, yet, under all their Afflictions, they _ 
preſerv'd the greatneſs of their Spirit; and 
If they were made Priſoners, it was to a YM 
great Emperor, their declar'd Enemy, and 
not to the loweſt of their People. There 
cannot be ſo baſe, fo infamous, and ſo mi- 
ſerable a Captivii), as that of a Prince taken 
in his own Cloſet, and by his own Slave. 
z Page 162. Fyranny is indeed» a thirg 
very diſtant from Royalty, and yet bears a 
nearer refemblance to it than Servitude does. 
The former is at leaſt ſome kind of Govern- 
ment, and a way of Commanding, tho' not 
the molt excellent way. But when a Sq- 
vereign ſhall reſign him ſelf as a Prey to 
three or four puny Subjects, and not reſerve 
either the diſpoſal of his own Will, for the 
following his Incliuations or the uſe of his 
own Reaſon, for the knowledge of his Af- 
fairs, I want Words to expreſs the wretch- 
edneſs of his Condition ; and I think a State 
can ſuffer no worſe [zterregnum, than that of 
his Life, during which he does nothing, and 
yet does all the Miſchief that can happen to 
@ People: he 
In 
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(ii) 


In this Cafe he ſeems to be dead in Law, 


and has, as it were, depos'd himſelf by his 


own AQ. Tis only his Effigies that is 
carry'd in publick, and to which ſome Du- 
ties of mere Cuſtom and Pageantry are per- 
form'd, and many uſeleſs Reverences paid, 


Page 163. Men having forgotten their 


Allegiance to the Rightful and Natural So- 


vereignty, there's another ſtarted up in his 
place; which is foreign and uſurp'd, ſprung 
from the firſt by a Violent, and, as it were, 


adulterous Birth. They deſert Rojalty, to 
run aſter Favour; of which the Arabians 


have this Proverb, That the . * 


deftrtys Mother. 


Page 163. What a goodly thing was it to 
oe 2 King of Caftzie, who durſt not take a 
Walk, or put on a new Suit, without asking 
leave of Alyayesz de Luna? Whateper kind- 


neſſes were begg'd of him, he was to beg 


dem over again of his Favourite. The ut- 


moſt he could do, was to recommend his 
own Friends, and to uſe his beſt Intereſt, 
for thofe he lov'd and eſteem'd. A goodly 


Thing, when a Miniſter ſhall be offended 
with his Maſter, for deſiring once in his 


Life-time the peruſal of a Paper, brought to 


him to Sig! When he ſhall complain 


that this is ro injure his 8 and to 


forget his important Services! A goodly 
thing 


T1 - 0 
thing to ſee a Courtier revoke the Princes 
Choice, and diſpoſe a- new of Commiſſions 


ſertled by the Royal W : 

Page 172. Heavens blow this Plague to Aſia's 
diſtant Shore, EE Eo | 
F 1 I 125 f 
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